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Aprilõs Meeting: Support Child Abuse Prevention Month 

 

A P R I L  2 0 1 1  

S A V E  T H E  

D A T E S :  

¶ òWomen of 

Excellence 

Awardsó, 

April 7th  

¶ World 

Health Day 

Community 

Health Fair, 

April 7th  

¶ òTake Back 

the Nightó , 

April 14th  

H S A C  

   Human Service Agency Consortium 

When: Thursday, April 7, 2011  

Where:  Macon County Courthouse ñNorth Lawn  

Time: 12:00 pm 

*We will not be meeting at Central Christian Church  

/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ I{!/ ǎƛǘŜΗ 

Please join HSAC as we support the Macon County 

Child Advocacy Center in their Child Abuse Prevention 

Month, annual wreath lighting ceremony òCircle of 

Hopeó.  This recognition ceremony will take the place of 

the normal general meeting.  Please come out and 

show your support in the fight 

against child abuse.  

 

More information on page 2 & 3!  

P A G E  1  

There were 589 

indicated reports 

of physical abuse 

in Macon County, 

in 2010. 

http://www.decaturnet.org/hsac/


P A G E  2  

/!{! ²ǊŜŀǘƘ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 

aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /!{! ό/ƻǳǊǘ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴπ

ƴǳŀƭ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ тǘƘ нлмм ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ 

tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ aƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ мнǇƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ 

ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘƛƴŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ !ǇǊƛƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ  

¦Ǉƻƴ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ aŀŎƻƴ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /!{! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘƛƭŘ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  

²ƘŀǘΥ /!{! ²ǊŜŀǘƘ [ƛƎƘǝƴƎ  

²ƘŜƴΥ !ǇǊƛƭ тΣ нлмм    мнǇƳ 

²ƘŜǊŜΥ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜ- bƻǊǘƘ ƭŀǿƴ 



P A G E  3  

/ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ aƻƴǘƘ 
9ŀŎƘ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƨƻƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ 
ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ aƻƴǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ мфуоΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎΣ {ŜȄǳŀƭ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  Lƴ нллмΣ !ǇǊƛƭ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ {ŜȄǳŀƭ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ !ǿŀǊŜπ

ƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ aƻƴǘƘΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŀŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛŘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛōōƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ȅŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅ ά!ǇǊƛƭ ƛǎ /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴπ
ǝƻƴ aƻƴǘƘΦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ /ƘŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΦ  5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ рлл ȅŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴǎ 
ǘƻ ŀǊŜŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΦ  tǊŜǾŜƴǘ /ƘƛƭŘ 
!ōǳǎŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƛƴǿƘŜŜƭ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭΤ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ рул ǇƛƴǿƘŜŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜ ƭŀǿƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭπ
ƭȅ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмлΦ   

Lƴ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘǊƻƴƎ {ŜȄǳŀƭ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ 5ƻǾŜΣ LƴŎΦΣ /ƻǳǊǘ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ 
ό/!{!ύΣ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘƛƭŘ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ  !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜΣ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘτŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ   

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘǎΥ 

§ нфΣлсн ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘΦ  рл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ рΦ 

§ Lƴ aŀŎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ руф ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ рот ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

§ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ пΦ 

§ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ сн ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƛƴ нлмл ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘΦ 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇΚ   

§ tƭŀŎŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǇǊƛƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴκƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǊπ
ǉǳŜŜΦ 

§ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ .ƭǳŜ wƛōōƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ōȅ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ȅŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōƭǳŜ ǊƛōōƻƴǎΦ 

§ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜπ
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜΦ 

§ Wƻƛƴ ¦ǎ hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ тǘƘ ŀǘ мнΥллǇƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƻƴ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ  /!{! Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ŀ ά/ƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜέΤ ƛǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ǎƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ  

§ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘǿƻ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƻƴƛŎŀƭΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ƻǊ ǘƻ  

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ 

ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ Ŏŀƭƭ 

!ƭƛǎƻƴ ƻǊ 

WŜŀƴ ŀǘ  ǘƘŜ 

aŀŎƻƴ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘƛƭŘ 

!ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 

/ŜƴǘŜǊ  

пнн-снфпΦ 



Hey Dads ever wonder about how to:  

¶ Quiet a crying baby  

¶ Raise healthy children  

¶ Have fun with your baby  

 And other questions moms just seem to know? Learn what every dad always 

 wanted to know about his baby.  

 Babies don't come with instructions but here is an opportunity to get some tips.  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ aŀȅ рΣ 

нлмм сΥлл-уΥол 

5ŜŎŀǘǳǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 

/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ / 

нолл bΦ  

9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ǘΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ мсΣ 

нлмм сΥлл-уΥол 

5ŜŎŀǘǳǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 

/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ / 

нолл bΦ  

9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ǘΦ  

Class is limited and registration is required.  

To register or for more information call 422 - 6294.   

P A G E  4  



P A G E  5  

Nurturing Parents Program is a SERIES of classes that will help 

parents who want to be more nurturing, have a happier family life 

and  

become the best parents possible.   

 

Class is designed for parents with children ages 0 - 5.  

Location: Macon County Child Advocacy Center  

164 N. Edward St.  
 

Classes begin Tuesday April 26, 2011  

10:00am ñ12:00pm  

 Class size is limited and registration is required.  
 

Snacks, New Life Pregnancy Center Care Cash  

 

 

 To register or for more information call 422 - 6294.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Offered in partnership by Macon County Health Dept. HFI, Macon County Safe 

From the Start, and New Life Pregnancy Center  



P A G E  6  

  

Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Information 

April information 

The Decatur-Macon County Opportunities Corporation (DMCOC) is the local adminis-
tering agency for the LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(LIHEAP) administered by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity.  The program is designed to assist low income households in meeting their 
home heating costs.  This time of the year is set aside for REGULAR LIHEAP applica-
tions for all low income eligible households. Income eligible households that have a 
disconnection notice or are disconnected may also receive appointments. All eligible 
households must be income-eligible and meet ALL other program criteria.  The income 
guidelines are as follows: 

 

   Household Size  Last 30 Day Income 

    1    1354   

2    1821   

    3    2289  

    4    2756   

    5    3224 

 

On Friday, April 8, 2011, DMCOC staff will be at the DECATUR CIVIC CENTER,  

1 GARY ANDERSON PLAZA, in Decatur, to make appointments beginning at 7:00 
A.M. and continuing until 9:30 A.M. or until all appointments are filled.  All residents 
must reside in Macon County.  Parking is available across the street from the Civic 
Center.   

 

Telephone appointments will also be taken Friday, April 8, 2011, at 428-2193 ONLY.  

 No phone calls will be taken at the Civic Center.    

 

Appointments will be issued on a ñFIRST COME, FIRST SERVEDò basis and ONE (1) 

APPOINTMENT MADE PER PERSON, until all available appointment slots are filled.   

 

If you have all ready received assistance since September, 2010 you are not eli-

gible for further assistance at this time. For more information call 428-2193. 



P A G E  7  

The Y: We're for youth development, healthy living and social responsibility  

Thank you!  

Thanks to a $5,000 grant from the Rodney 

T. Miller Memorial Fund, middle school stu-

dents from the Robertson Charter School 

participated in a two -week course de-

signed to help children learn basic swim-

ming skills and foster comfort and confi-

dence in the water. This was an exciting 

opportunity for these students and their 

families.   

MobileFit Nutrition Program  

 

In April we will be offering a new customized Nutrition program from MobilFit. The Mo-

bilFit Nutrition System progressively monitors your caloric intake, creates custom 
meals from over 13,000 food choices and analyzes current eating patterns and vital 

nutrient deficiencies. The program also tracks body gat and weight trends against 
goals and allows you to print a grocery list.  

Welcome!  

Please welcome Heidi Brown to the Y staff. 
Heidi is the new Assistant Director of 

Membership, Marketing and Financial De-
velopment.  

 

Camp Sokkia -  Summer Fun -  Lifelong Memories  

Camp Sokkia provides youth development in a positive environment. Par-

ticipants get to experience a minor league baseball game, mud walks, a 
day at the St. Louis Zoo, swimming and much, much more!  

Register now! Contact Keith Worland at keith.worland@decaturymca.org . 

YMCA Annual Art Show Open House 

-  Friday, April 14, 5:30 - 7 pm  

Everyone is invited to admire the mas-

terpieces that our little ones in child 
care  have created during the school 

year. Artwork will be on display 
throughout the Y. Ice Cream Sundaes 

will be available for only $1.00  

Family Fun Night -   

Friday, April 18, 2011.   6:30 - 9 pm  

This is free to members and prospec-

tive members. Movies, snack, crafts, 
games and more!  

mailto:keith.worland@decaturymca.org
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APRIL IS ñALCOHOL AWARENESS MONTHò 

 

Please help spread the word about the harms, dangers and consequences of providing al-
cohol to minors. Here is some important information that we would like to share with our 
community about alcohol: 
 

¶ Alcohol is extremely easy for youth to get. Adults are supposed to be the responsible ones, but 
one of the most common ways youth get alcohol is to get someone over 21 to buy it for them. 

¶ Adults send very mixed messages about the acceptability of alcohol use and underage drinking. 
¶ Young people who drink should be held responsible for that decision. But it is adults who pro-
duce, advertise, promote, and model alcohol use. And it is adults who buy the overwhelming 
majority of all alcohol and who profit from the sale of alcohol. Holding young people solely re-
sponsible is not fair. 

¶ Alcohol Awareness Month is a good time of year to heighten awareness of these problems, but 
the law is there all year round, and adults are supplying minors with alcohol all year round. 

¶ As a parent, it is dangerous to allow our son or daughter to drink, and we certainly should not 
provide alcohol to someone elseôs child or allow them to drink in our house. 

¶ Retail stores make a profit from selling alcohol. This project allows them to help prevent prob-
lems by trying to reach those adults who buy alcohol legally and give it to kids. 

¶ The drinking age is 21 for a reason ï alcohol is a factor in many preventable teen deaths and 
injuries, in the majority of sexual assaults, unplanned sexual activity, and sexually transmitted 
diseases among youth. New research is also demonstrating the damage that alcohol does to 
the brains and bodies of young people that are still developing. Young people who begin drink-
ing at age 21 or older are 4 times less likely to become alcohol dependent later in life than those 
who begin drinking at age 15 (for youth who begin drinking at age 15, more than 1 in 3 will be-
come alcoholics at some point in their lives; for those who wait until age 17, the rate is 1 in 4, at 
age 19, the rate is almost 1 in 5, and for those who wait until age 21, the rate is 1 in 10). Itôs 
worth the wait. 

¶ In Illinois, the medical costs alone that result from alcohol-related 
injuries/deaths caused by underage drinking total more than 
$260 million a year (study by the Pacific Institute for Research 
and Evaluation). 

 

The Decatur Drug-Free Community Coalition will be implement-
ing ñProject Sticker Shockò during the entire month of April.  

 
Project Sticker Shock is designed to reach adults who might 
purchase alcohol legally and provide it to minors. It reminds 
adults about the penalties associated with furnishing alcohol to 
minors. This effort is led by teenagers and adult volunteers 
who will place stickers and signs during visits to businesses which sell or serve alcohol. 
 

Studies show that the majority of alcohol consumed by underage drinkers is purchased by those 
over the legal drinking ageðoftentimes by parents, other family members, and friends. Project 
Sticker Shock is designed to raise awareness about this issue as well as remind minors that it is 
illegal to use a fake ID. 
 
For information, please contact Vivian Goodman at 217-421-6566 or vgoodman@richland.edu  

mailto:vgoodman@richland.edu
http://www.dontbesorry.org/DontSSorder.htm
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